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NHS support ‘validates’ local projects 

Happy, Healthy, at Home 
Newsletter 

 

Local people who received funding through 
the North East Hampshire and Farnham 
Innovation Conference have expressed their 
thanks for the opportunities it has given them. 

The fund invites people to apply for up to 
£2,000 for projects that are aimed at improving 
the physical and/or mental health of people in 
their local communities. 

Individuals and organisations were awarded 
funds to help them develop or launch 
schemes, ranging from the creation of a 
community garden, to a support group for 
women going through the menopause. 

Project leaders reported back to NHS North 
East Hampshire and Farnham Clinical 
Commissioning Group (CCG) and local people 
on the progress they have made. 

They said the support from the CCG had been vital because it validated what they were trying to achieve, 
and in the case of the Farnham community garden Space2Grow, the £500 award from the CCG had led to 
them receiving £10,000 in other grants. 

The Innovation Conference was the brainchild of a North East Hampshire and Farnham Community 
Ambassador (local volunteer) and it has public involvement at all stages of the process, from shortlisting 
the projects to the public event at which people vote for which projects they wish to see funded. 

Dr Peter Bibawy, Clinical Chair of the CCG, said: “The success of the Innovation Conference is that it isn’t 
so much about the money. It’s about mutual support between local people, the voluntary sector, local 
authorities and the NHS. 

“It is also a recognition that the public sector doesn’t have all the answers to the health and care 
challenges we face and that there is a wealth of knowledge, experience, talent and energy in our 
communities that we can and must tap into. 

“It is a real privilege to be part of the Innovation Conference and I look forward to hearing more great 
things about the projects we are helping.” 

Further information on the Innovation Conference can be found here: https://bit.ly/2RPHfmD 

IMPACT 
- Supporting local people and organisations 
- Providing health and care networking opportunities 

 
- Community actively involved in health improvement 
- Direct collaboration between NHS & local population 

Project leads for the schemes supported by the North East Hampshire 

and Farnham Innovation Conference, reunited at North Hants Golf 

Club, Fleet, to provide an update on their progress 

https://bit.ly/2RPHfmD


 

2 Learn more at www.northeasthampshireandfarnhamccg.nhs.uk 

Aldershot Town Football Club welcomed young carers and 
their families for a special day as the team took on county 
rivals Eastleigh FC. 

The club worked with NHS North East Hampshire & 
Farnham Clinical Commissioning Group, The Princess 
Royal Trust for Carers, Action for Carers Surrey, Hart 
Voluntary Action and the Diocese of Guildford to give carers 
a treat. 

On Saturday, February 9, they hosted 173 young carers and 
family members from Eastleigh, North East Hampshire and 
Farnham, at Aldershot Town’s EBB stadium. 

A group of young carers served as match day mascots and got to see what happens behind the scenes of a 
local football club - meeting the manager and players, visiting the changing rooms and board room, and then 
welcoming the teams on to the pitch. Matchball sponsor Steve Brett donated 100 Aldershot Town scarves to 
be given out to carers. 

John Casey, Chair of the Shots Foundation, said: “It’s great to be working in partnership with so many 
organisations to support young carers. They are the great unsung heroes of our society. We are delighted to 
play our part in saying well done and saluting them for all they do.” 

Dr Peter Bibawy, Clinical Chair at NHS North East Hampshire & Farnham Clinical Commissioning Group, 
said: “This was a unique opportunity to give carers a truly memorable experience, and provide a platform to 
gain recognition and support for all carers across the locality. We thank Aldershot Town FC for their support 
and look forward to continuing to work with them into the future.” 

Eastleigh FC took the matchday honours with a 3-1 victory over their hosts. 

 

Community Ambassadors have been recognised for their work ensuring 
patients and the public are involved in developing and improving local health 
services. 

Derek Twigg and Ian Penfold both support the work of NHS North East 
Hampshire and Farnham Clinical Commissioning Group through their 
involvement in the Community Ambassador programme. 

Community Ambassadors are members of the public and/or representatives of 
community groups who use their local knowledge, own lived experience and 
personal skills to shape and improve the CCG’s public and patient engagement 
activities. 

Ian has extensive experience of working for and with people with learning 
disabilities, and their families. The CCG has been able to benefit from his 
expertise in various ways, including during the development of the Hampshire 
Joint Carers Strategy.   

Derek has supported local healthcare development in a number of ways, from 
asking patients for their views in doctors’ surgeries to using his own personal 
experiences to advise on improvements, such as creating and reviewing a 
patient booklet on osteoarthritis. He even featured in a film specially 
commissioned by NHS England to mark the 70th anniversary of the NHS. 

 

Local carers treated to footballing derby 

IMPACT 
- Fun respite activity for carers 
- NHS, voluntary & private sector collaboration 

 
- Raising awareness of carers in community 
- Opportunity for carers to create social networks 

IMPACT 
- Local people’s views heard by health service planners 

 
- Patient experience directly impacting service change 

Volunteer awards for Community Ambassadors 

Mayor of Rushmoor, Cllr Steve 

Masterson, with Derek Twigg 

(above) and Ian Penfold (Below) 


